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DR. PADMA SUBRAHMANYAM

Dr. Padma Subrahmanyam is an internationally acclaimed Bharatanrityam dancer,
choreographer, researcher, singer, music composer, teacher, author and an Indic scholar.

2. Born on 4 February, 1943, Dr. Subrahmanyam is the President of Nrithyodaya, a charitable
institution founded by her father in 1942. She is the Founder Managing Trustee of Bharata Ilango
Foundation for Asian Culture (BIFAC) and also a Trustee of Indira Gandhi National Centre for the
Arts (IGNCA), New Delhi.

S Dr. Subrahmanyam is the first to bridge the gap between history, theory and practice of
Bharatiya Sastriya Natana. She was the first performing artiste to have successfully received the
research degree of Ph.D on “Karanas in Indian Dance and Sculpture”, based on Bharatamuni's
Natyasastra. Her research led her to evolve her own style of dance, which she named as
Bharatanrityam, along with a unique pedagogy.Whereas in post-independence India the regional
classical dance forms - Desi were recognised, her work was a revival of the common Bharatiya
tradition in technique, called Marga or the path laid down by Bharatamuni.

4. Dr. Subrahmanyam's unsullied devotion to Kanchi Mahaswami, His Holiness
Sri Chandrasekharendra Saraswati Swamigal, the 68" Sankaracharya of the Kanchi Kamakoti
Peetham, has given her immense strength in taking bouquets and brick bats with equanimity, and
stick to her view of selfless Nationalism. She was referred to as a “Constructive rebel” by Hon'ble
Sri R. Venkatraman, Former President of India. Her unswerving adherence to Bharatiya Samskriti
can be seen in her productions and writings. She has been the music composer for all her dance
productions, the subjects of which range from Vedic to freedom struggle, Vedanta to love poems,
encompassing languages such as Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam, Hindi, Marathi,
Bengali and Kashmiri. She has authored several books and is connected with quiet a few
Universities. Her tele-film serial “Bharatiya Natyasastra” telecast by Doordarshan in 1992 had great
impact on creating an awareness about the common cultural roots of Bharat. She has dedicated her
entire research work to the Nation through a 10-1/2 hours documentary series “Karana Ujjivanam”
produced by IGNCA and released during Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.

S. Dr. Subrahmanyam's designs of the Karana sculptures for the Uttara Chidambaram
Nataraja Mandir built in Satara, Maharashtra at the behest of Kanchi Mahaswami, has tallied with
the 9" century sculptures later discovered by her at the Siva temple in Prambanan, Indonesia. This
inspired her to found the Bharata Ilango Foundation for Asian Culture (BIFAC), a Pan Asian
research centre, which houses a memorial shrine for Bharatamuni and a Museum of Asian
performing arts.

6. Dr. Subrahmanyam has received more than 150 awards including Padma Shri, Padma
Bhushan and Akademi Ratna. She has to her credit several state awards like the Kalaimamani from
Government of Tamil Nadu and Kalidas Samman from the Government of Madhya Pradesh. She is
the only Indian dancer to receive the Fukuoka Asian Cultural Prize from Japan, given “for her
contribution towards harmony and development in Asia”. She is also the only performing artiste to
be recognised as the 'Fellow of Asiatic Society', Mumbai for academic contribution.
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