
DR. PADMA SUBRAHMANYAM

 Dr. Padma Subrahmanyam is an internationally acclaimed Bharatanrityam dancer, 
choreographer, researcher, singer, music composer, teacher, author and an Indic scholar.
2. Born on February, 1943, Dr. Subrahmanyam is the President of Nrithyodaya, a charitable 4 
institution founded by her father in 1942. She is the Founder Managing Trustee of Bharata Ilango 
Foundation for Asian Culture (BIFAC) and also a Trustee of Indira Gandhi National Centre for the 
Arts (IGNCA), New Delhi. 
3. Dr. Subrahmanyam is the first to bridge the gap between history, theory and practice of 
Bharatiya Sastriya Natana. She was the first performing artiste to have successfully received the 
research degree of Ph.D on “Karanas in Indian Dance and Sculpture”, based on Bharatamuni's 
Natyasastra. Her research led her to evolve her own style of dance, which she named as 
Bharatanrityam, along with a unique pedagogy.Whereas in post-independence India the regional 
classical dance forms - Desi were recognised, her work was a revival of the common Bharatiya 
tradition in technique, called Marga or the path laid down by Bharatamuni.  
4. Dr. Subrahmanyam's unsullied devotion to Kanchi Mahaswami, His Holiness                     
Sri Chandrasekharendra Saraswati Swamigal, the 68 Sankaracharya of the Kanchi Kamakoti th 

Peetham, has given her immense strength in taking bouquets and brick bats with equanimity, and 
stick to her view of selfless Nationalism. She was referred to as a “Constructive rebel” by Hon'ble    
Sri R. Venkatraman, Former President of India. Her unswerving adherence to Bharatiya Samskriti 
can be seen in her productions and writings. She has been the music composer for all her dance 
productions, the subjects of which range from Vedic to freedom struggle, Vedanta to love poems, 
encompassing languages such as Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam, Hindi, Marathi, 
Bengali and Kashmiri. She has authored several books and is connected with quiet a few 
Universities. Her tele-film serial “Bharatiya Natyasastra” telecast by Doordarshan in 1992 had great 
impact on creating an awareness about the common cultural roots of Bharat. She has dedicated her 
entire research work to the Nation through a 10-1/2 hours documentary series “Karana Ujjivanam” 
produced by IGNCA and released during Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. 
5. Dr. Subrahmanyam's designs of the Karana sculptures for the Uttara Chidambaram 
Nataraja Mandir built in Satara, Maharashtra at the behest of Kanchi Mahaswami, has tallied with 
the 9  century sculptures later discovered by her at the Siva temple in Prambanan, Indonesia. This th

inspired her to found the Bharata Ilango Foundation for Asian Culture (BIFAC), a Pan Asian 
research centre, which houses a memorial shrine for Bharatamuni and a Museum of Asian 
performing arts. 
6. Dr. Subrahmanyam has received more than 150 awards including Padma Shri, Padma 
Bhushan and Akademi Ratna. She has to her credit several state awards like the Kalaimamani from 
Government of Tamil Nadu and Kalidas Samman from the Government of Madhya Pradesh. She is 
the only Indian dancer to receive the Fukuoka Asian Cultural Prize from Japan, given “for her  
contribution towards harmony and development in Asia”. She is also the only performing artiste to 
be recognised as the 'Fellow of Asiatic Society', Mumbai for academic contribution.
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M‚- in~ek lqcz .;eg~e ~

 M‚- in~ek lqcz .;e varjjk"Vªh; Lrj dh lqçfl) HkkjrùR;e urZd] dksfj;ksxzkQj] 'kksèkdrkZ] xk;d] laxhrdkj] g~e ~
f'k{kd] ys[kd vkSj ,d Hkkjrh; fo}ku gSaA

2- 4 Qjojh] 1943 dks tUeh M‚- lqcz .;e vius firk }kjk o"kZ 1942 esa LFkkfir ,d èkekZFkZ laLFkk ùR;ksn; dh g~e
vè;{k gSaA og Hkkjr byaxks QkmaMs'ku Q‚j ,f'k;u dYpj ¼chvkÃ,Q,lh½ dh laLFkkid çcaèkd VªLVh gSa vkSj bafnjk xkaèkh 
jk"Vªh; dyk dsaæ ¼vkÃth,ulh,½] uÃ fnYyh dh VªLVh Hkh gSaA

3- M‚- lqcz .;e Hkkjrh; ukVî 'kkL= ds bfrgkl] fl)kar vkSj O;ogkj ds varj dks ikVus okyh igyh efgyk gSaA g~e
og ,slh igyh dykdkj FkÈ] ftUgksaus Hkjreqfu ds ukVî'kkL= ij vkèkkfjr ÞHkkjrh; ùR; vkSj ewÆrdyk esa dj.kÞ ij 
ih,pMh dh 'kksèk fMxzh lQyrkiwoZd çkIr dh FkhA vius 'kksèk ds }kjk mUgksaus vf}rh; f'k{kk 'kkL= ds lkFk ùR; dh viuh 
'kSyh fodflr dh ftls mUgksaus HkkjruR̀;e uke fn;kA Lora= Hkkjr esa {ks=h; 'kkL=h; ùR; ds ns'kt :iksa dks ekU;rk nh xÃ 
Fkh] tcfd muds dk;Z ls vke Hkkjrh; ijaijk dh i)fr;ksa dk iqu#)kj gqvk] ftls ekxZ ;k Hkjreqfu }kjk ç'kLr ekxZ dgk 
tkrk FkkA

4- dkaph dkedksfV ihB ds 68osa 'kadjkpk;Z] ije iwT; Jh paæ'ks[kjsaæ ljLorh Lokehxy ds çfr M‚- lqcz .;e dh g~e
fueZy Hkf  us mUgsa ç'kalk vkSj vkykspuk dks leHkko ls Lohdkj djus vkSj fuLokFkZ jk"Vªokn ds vius fopkjksa ij fVds jgus Dr
dh vikj 'kf  nh gSA mUgsa Hkkjr ds iwoZ jk"Vªifr ekuuh; Jh vkj- osadVje.k] us ÞdaLVª DVo jscyÞ dgk FkkA Hkkjrh; Dr f
laL—fr ds çfr mudh –<+ vkLFkk mudh çLrqfr;ksa vkSj ys[ku esa ns[kh tk ldrh gSA og viuh lHkh ùR; çLrqfr;ksa dh 
laxhrdkj jgh gSa] ftuds fo"k; oSfnd ls ysdj Lora=rk laxzke] osnkar ls ysdj çse dfork,a jgs gSa vkSj ;s jpuk,a laL—r] 
rfey] rsyqxq] dUuM+] ey;kye] Çgnh] ejkBh] caxkyh vkSj d'ehjh Hkk"kk esa dh xÃ gSaA mUgksaus dÃ fdrkcsa fy[kh gSa vkSj os 
dqN foÜofo|ky;ksa ls tqM+h gqÃ gSaA Hkkjr dh lk>h lkaL—frd tM+ksa ds ckjs esa tkx:drk iSnk djus ds ckjs esa o"kZ 1992 esa 
nwjn'kZu }kjk çlkfjr muds Vsyh&fQYe èkkjkokfgdÞ Hkkjrh; ukVî'kkL=Þ us dkQh çHkko MkykA mUgksaus vktknh dk ve`r 
egksRlo ds nkSjku tkjh dh xÃ bafnjk xkaèkh jk"Vªh; dyk dsUæ }kjk fuÆer 10&1@2 ?kaVs dh o`Ùkfp= Ük`a[kyk Þdj.k 
mTthoueÞ ds ekè;e ls viuk iwjk 'kksèk dk;Z jk"Vª dks leÆir fd;k gSA

5- dkaph egkLokeh ds vkns'k ij egkjk"Vª ds lrkjk esa fuÆer mÙkj fpnacje uVjkt eafnj ds fy, M‚- lqcz .;e g~e
}kjk cukÃ xÃ dj.k ewÆr;ksa dk fMtkbu 9oÈ 'krkCnh dh ewÆr;ksa ls esy [kkrk gS] ftUgsa ckn esa baMksusf'k;k ds çEckuu esa f'ko 
eafnj esa muds }kjk [kkstk x;k FkkA blus mUgsa Hkkjr byaxks QkmaMs'ku Q‚j ,f'k;u dYpj ¼chvkÃ,Q,lh½] vf[ky 
,f'k;kÃ vuqlaèkku dsaæ dh LFkkiuk ds fy, çsfjr fd;k] ftlesa Hkjreqfu dh Lef̀r esa iq.; LFky cuk;k x;k gS vkSj ;gka 
,f'k;kÃ çn'kZu dyk laxzgky; gSA 

6- M‚- lqcz .;e dks in~e Jh] in~e Hkw"k.k vkSj vdkneh jRu lfgr 150 ls vfèkd iqjLdkj feys gSaA mUgsa rfeyukMq g~e
ljdkj ls dykÃekeuh iqjLdkj vkSj eè; çns'k ljdkj ls dkfynkl lEeku tSls dÃ jkT; iqjLdkj ls lEekfur fd;k 
x;k gSA og tkiku ls Qqdqvksdk ,f'k;kÃ lkaL—frd iqjLdkj çkIr djus okyh ,dek= Hkkjrh; urZd gSa] tks mUgsa Þ,f'k;k esa 
ln~Hkko vkSj fodkl esa muds ;ksxnku ds fy,Þ çnku fd;k x;k gSA og vdknfed {ks= esa ;ksxnku ds fy, *Qsyks v‚Q 
,f'k;kfVd lkslkbVh*] eqacÃ dk lEeku ikus okyh ,dek= dykdkj Hkh gSaA

in~e foHkw”k.k


